Ultrasound uses in obstetrics.
Diagnostic ultrasound, particularly real-time, has significantly altered the management protocols for many obstetric problems. Often a clinical situation arises quickly where essential diagnostic information is needed as soon as possible in order to make a rational management decision. Thus, the need for a real-time ultrasound unit has become essential for the perinatal unit. With current rapid technical advancement, one should carefully determine the essential and desired elements of the apparatus and shop around. When planning a perinatal unit, planners should consider the layout of a diagnostic suite, a place for ultrasound scanning, and aminiocentesis procedures and consider both a free-standing and fixed ultrasound units.